Red The Robot Staff Feedback

Please can you answer the following questions to give myself and Lisa from Impact feedback on how Red is working in your classroom.

1) When have you used Red with the Children?

I introduced Red in a PSHE lesson as a new member of our class. The chidlren were very excited by the big box and all very interested and had lots of questions to ask about what Red could do. They were all keen to look after him and I could use this as a reward for good behaviour. The children were very carefully with him and the boys especially behaviour excellently as they really wanted to be chosen to put the star on charge. We have listened to lots of the story books at the end of the day at story time and we have even had red (not actually working) listening to the children read in guided reading sessions. In my higher ability phonics group, the children have been very keen to play the learning games with the phonics cards. 
2) Have you found Red easy to use?
I have found Red really easy to use but to be honest I don’t actually get to use him much as it is the children who set him up and know how to change modes, charge the star and turn him on and off. We now have a set of speakers kept with all of the robots so that he can be loud enough for the whole class to hear. As a small group we tend not to use speakers as it helps the children to be quiet and listen well so that they can hear him. I have changed the phase for one of the robots and this was easy to do. 
3) Do the children like using Red?
The children love using Red and in my classroom I tend to use him as a treat or a reward for good behaviour which has impacted on their work when not using Red too. The children think Red is very clever that he can read all of the books and like playing the phonics games. They seem very confident when answering the questions with the cards as if they get it wrong they can have another try. 
4) Are there any skills that you think Red helps the children to develop?
I think Red has helped with the children’s motivation to become a good reader and has helped to develop and recap on the phonics skills taught. It is rewarde=ing for the children to use a set of cards that they have not covered yet in phonics and then go back to the cards and be able to complete them easily so they are aware of their own learning.

I also think Red helps the children to develop general learning skills. Our school is currently taking part in implementing Building Learning Power (BLP)  which focuses on children learning how to become good learners rather than memorise facts for tests. Part of BLP is looking atcapacities such as collaboration, Listening, Absorbtion, Making Links, Noticing. I have used Red when discussing some of these capacities and when they are working with Red they are collaborating and being quiet so all of the group can hear, taking turns, sharing the star and card and supporting others if they ask for help with a question. The children have to be good at listening to use Red but not only listen but to respond to show that they have listened. The children get very absorbed when using Red and they need to make links between the sounds they have learnt as single phonemes and these phonemes appearing in words, which Red helps them to do. 
5) Have the children looked after Red?
In our class the children have decorated his box with pictures of things that he helps them to do. They all took part in this and they feel that Red belongs to the whole class therefore they are all responsible for looking after him. When holding Red they are very carefull with him and enjoy cuddling him and moving his visor. They are very carefull with the star and often remind others that he won’t work without his star so it MUST go back in his backpack. Before he is put away a child that has worked hard and been good gets to plug in his star to charge it up. When it is charged Red can go back in his box to have a sleep. I have even seen one of the children give him a kiss goodnight. 
6) Is there anything you would like to change about Red?

I think Red works perfectly well as he is but if he was to be improved there would be a few things I would change. I would add a repeat button to his pad as sometimes if they don’t hear what he says they will just guess an answer. If they press the star at the top of the page soemtimes he moves onto a different question. 
Although the children are carefull with the phonics cards it is sometimes hard to keep them in the correct order. The cards are great as they follow Letters and Sounds so if they are in order it is easy to find a selection of cards that link to the phonemes we are looking at. We are currently thinking about hole punching the cards and keeping them in a folder or maybe binding them together so that the cards could be flipped over but still kept in the correct order. 
7) Have you got any other coments you would like to make about Red? (PTO)
We are happy with the 8 Robots that we have purchased and they are frequently used with a range of groups in years 1 and 2. We have decided not to use them in Early years as we wanted the children to be excited by them when they came into Year 1 but we are adding them into our transition policy and will be taking Red with us when we visit our new classes in Early Years in the Summer 2 term. We also only use Red when an adult is working with a group. Although Red is easy enough for a child to use him independently we want the children to be excited about when we use him as a teaching aide rather than a toy to play with. Ideally it would be easier if each robot could be programmed so he can read all of the phonics cards for each phase as in my class the children are on 3 different phases so we have to swap robots with other classes but I understand the reason why this is not possible,
